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PART FIVE 

THE I 15TH A~IMUNITION TRAIN-THE 115TH SUPPLY T RAIN

T HE 115TH TREXCH MORTAR B ATTERY 

( SECOXD COLORADO l~FAXTRY) 

THE SECOND COLORADO IXFAXTRY OF 1917 (WORLD WAR). 

nder the provi ions of an Act of the General A sembly of the State of 
Colorado approved April 12, 1915, and in accordance with the Tables of Or
ganization, Organized Militia, \Var D epartment, 1914, the infantry strength 
of the Colorado National Guard a announced in General Order No. 20, Ad
jutant General' Office. Denver, Colorado, July 10. 1915, wa fixed at two reO'i
ment of 52 officer and 91 enli ted men each. However, due to lack of funds 
and for other cogent rea. on the reorganization of the econd regiment was not 
then undertaken.' In fact, some difficulty wa experienced in completing 
the organization of the Fir t Regiment under the new tables, and on the call 
for en-ice on the ~1exican Border in 1916, but two battalion of that regiment 
were immediately available for active service . On the entry of the "Cnited 
States into the World \Var. April 6. 1917. in tructions were received from the 
War Department to bring the infanh7 of the Colorado National Guard up to 
it authorized strength of two regiment , and in accordance therewith active 
r ecruiting wa immediately in. tituted for the organization of the n ew Second 
Regiment. Previous organization of the Colorado National Guard that had 
borne the de ignation of econd Infantry had, in general, been located in the 
southern part of the tate and in keeping with thi tradition headquarter of 
the new regiment were e tabli hed at Pueblo and tation of the r e pective com
panie a igned. wih few exception to town in outhern Colorado. Date 
of organization and location of the unit of the new r egiment were a follow : 

· Date of mu ter 
Company Station I in or Commanding Officer 

Org-anization 

A. 2nd Infantry Akron 
I 
~fay 30. 1917 Captain H. E. In ley 

B, 2nd Infan trv Breckenr idge :May 31. 1917 Captain J. J . :McGee 
2nd Infantr;. La Junta Jun e 2, 1917 Captain J. B . Mock 

D 2nd Infantr;. We ton June 4. 1917 Captain A. X. Salazar 
E. 2nd Infantry Pueblo Jun e . 1917 Captain N. L . :Myer 
F, 2nd Infantry Pueblo June 20 1917 Captain E . J. ::\IcGovern 
G, 2nd Jnfantr• Berwind June 23. 1917 Captain J. Davi 
II. 2nd Infantr~- Salida June 25, 1917 Captain C. C. William 
I , 2nd Infantn: D enver Jun e 2:1. 191i Captain B. J. K empter 
K, 2nd Infantry Antonito Jun e 25. 1917 Captain I. W. Rockhill 
L, 2nd Infantry La Jara June 25 , 1917 Captain C. D. Weist 
M. 2nd Infantry Ordwa>' June 25 . 1917 Cantain D. A. Fra. er 

'Fi\•e companie · o f the old Second Infantry were in existe nce at this time (July. 1915), 
but these w ere transferred to th e First Infantry on June 15, 1916, and lhe Second Infantry 
ceased to exist as of that date-see History of the 157th Infantry. 
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Date of mu ter 
Company tat ion in or ommanding Officer 

Organ iza ti on 

illachine Glm Den,er and July 25, 1917 Captain C. II. Doke 
Company, La Junta 
2nd Infantry 

Headquarter: Co. Trinidad and July 6. 1917 Captain ' . IL :Jforrow 
2nd Infantn Pueblo 

Supply Com1)any Trinidad and July 6. 1917 Captain John C. Wat on 
2nd Infantry Pueblo 

:Med. Detch. Pueblo July 25, 1917 ~Iajor H. C. Do lge 
2nd Infantry 

Note: D a t es o f o rga nization of the Supply , H eadqua rte rs, and ::IIachine Gun Compa nies as 
given h e r e are the dates on which the bulk of ea ch of thes e units was enli s t ed. 

Judge Je . e G. Northcutt. Trinidad. Colorado. wa appointed Colonel, 
econd Colorado Infantry, on July 3. 1917 and the other field and taff officer 

of the regiment on final organization were a follows : 

Lieutenant Colonel Wm. C. Dank -Executive 
:Jiajor John A. l.lartin, Commanding 1 t Battalion 
:Jiajor Earl Cooley, ommanding 2nd Battalion 
:Major E. D. Householder, ommanding 3rd Battalion 
Captain . H. l\1orrow, Adjutant 
Chaplain, 1 t Lieutenant l\I. P. Donovan 

On July 7, 1917, order were i sued from the Adjutant General' Office in 
Den\er. Colorado, directing the mobilization of all unit of the olorado Na
tional Guard not already in Federal enice. .All companie were ordered ''to 
assemble at the home rendezvou equipped. a. far a po sible, for field en·ice ", 
and on July 10th further orders were i sued to concentrate two battalion of 
the econd Infantry at the mobilization camp, Fair Grounds, Pueblo. the bal
ance of the regiment concentrating at the Fair Ground camp in Trinidad. 
Later, the camp at Trinidad wa abandoned. and on July 17, 1917. the entire 
regiment wa concentrated at Camp Gunter, Pueblo. under command of Colonel 
::-.Jorthcutt. The econd Colorado Infantry was mu tered in to the United 
State senice between Augu t 14 and 17, 1917, by Captain Head. Living tone 
and NankiYell of the First Colorado Infantry, then in Federal senice. The 
trength of the regiment on mu ter in wa 53 officer and 971 enli ted men, and, 

to quote from Adjutant General Baldwin' report: ''were completely uni
formed and equipped with every article of the uniform of tandard quality 
nece ary for their immediate requirement and comfort, at the expen e of 
the State''. 

The regiment left Camp Gunter. Pueblo. Colorado. by rail. on eptember 
2 th and arrived at Camp Kearny. California. on October 2. 1917. Here the 

econcl Colorado Infantry was reorganized and it unit a igned to form new 
organization of the 40th Divi ion a follow : 

115th Amnmnition Tmin-(Regimental Headquarter., Headquarters 
Company, econd Battalion, and Third Battalion, econd Colorado In
fantry) . 

115th upply Train- ( upply Company and Fir t Battalion, econd 
Colorado Infantry) . 
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115th T1·ench Mol'tm· Battery-(:l.Iachine Gun Company, econc1 Colo
rado Infantry ) . 

160th Fi lcl Ho pital, 115th anitary Train- (:Jieclical Detachment, 
2nd Colorado Infantry). 

The band of the econd Colorado Infantry wa tran ferrec1 to the 30 th 
Cavalry. and exce officer not required in the organization of the new train 
unit were tran £erred to other unit of the ±0th DiYision; Colonel X orthcutt 
wa temporarily attached for duty with the 157th (1st olorado) Infantry, and 
eventually a igned to command the 65th Depot Brigade. Camp Kearny. 

Reorganization wa completed during the month of October. 1917, under 
the proYision of General Order . l\o. 17. Headquarter ±0th Divi ion, Camp 
Kearny California October 5, 1917, and the econd Colorado Infantry, a 
such, cea eel to exist. HoweYer . it component units continued under their 
new de ignation. , and the further hi tory of these unit under uch designa
tions, follow . 

'fHE 11-th A~UfU:NITION TRAIN 

The 115th Ammunition Train. formed from Regimental Headquarters, 
Ileadquarter Company. econd and Third Battalions. of the econd Colorado 
Infantry, completed it organization during October. 1917. and on )Jovember 
1, 1917. wa organized a follow· : 

115th A;'\DIL"XITIOX TRAIX HEADQl'ARTER .. 

Lieutenant Colonel William C. Danks-Commanding 
Captain Da,id A. Fra. er-Adjutant 
1st Lieutenant Dell W. "Van Gilder, :JL .- urgeon 
Fir. t Lieutenant Michael P. Donovan-Chaplain 
Capta~n Selin :V· ~Iyer l .Attachecl. 
Captam Franc1 N. Bull ) 

H eadquai·ters Deta.chm nt: Captain Da--.;-id A. Fra. er. Commanding-
10 enli ted men. 

MOTOR BATTALION 

Jifajor Earl Cooley-Commandin"'. 2 

Battalion H eadquarters Detachment : Five enli tec1 men. 

Truck Company A :3 Captain Norman L. ~Iyer , commanding-Three 
officer and fifty-eight enli tec1 men. 

Truck Company B : Captain Jo eph B. Mock, ommanding-Three 
officer and fifty-one enli ted men. 

Tru ck Company C: aptain Jack on Davi , commanding-Three 
officers and fifty enli ted men. 

Tntck Company D: Captain Claude C. William , commanding-Three 
officer and thirty-two enli ted men. 

2 An adjutant was added to the battalion staff at a later date. 
3 The companies were originally designated by number, as "Truck Company Xo. l," etc .. 

but this was changed later to a letter de ignation. 
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HORSE BATTALION 

Major Ernest D . Householder-Commanding 
First Lieutenant Harry C. Holdeman-Adjutant 

econd Lieutenant Clarence \ . William 
econd Lieutenant Horace . Eakin 
econd Lieutenant Elmo Coburn 

Battalion H eadquarters Detachment : 
man, commanding. Four enli ted men. 

Caisson Campany E: Captain Charle 
officers and ixty enli ted men. 

} Yeterinarians 

Fir t Lieutenant H. C. Holde-

D . Wei t, commanding-Three 

Croisson Company F : Captain Samuel H . l\iorro". commanding
Three officer and thirty-four enli ted men. 

Wagon Company G:' Captain Edward J. 1\foGoYern, commanding
Two officer. and eYenty-eight enli ted men. 

Total strength-33 officers and 3 2 enlisted men. 

The initial organization of the 115th Ammunition Train a given above 
was con idera bly below the ma.....:imum trength pre cribed in table of organiza
tion (3-± officers and 1315 enlisted men) and de pite later increments from the 
draft, the unit did not attain the pre cribed maximum strength at any time 
during its service. 

Soon after conversion, the train wa i ued pa1i of it organizational 
equipment of e cort wagons. cai on , and trucks. and at the ame time ome 
two hundred animal . mo tly partly trained mule , were receiYed. Evidently 
the scheme of training contemplated that the in truction of the per onnel and 
the animal. would advance along parallel lines. and the en uing few week h eld 
much in the way of intere t and excitement for the misnamed " IIor. e Bat
talion " . HoweYer, the er twhile " Dough boy " quickly adapted them el Ye to 
their new dutie. , and soon became proficient '' mule-~kinners' ' and truck 
drivers. 

The 115th Ammunition Train, nominally under the direction of the com
mander of trains. Colonel E. C. Abbott. 115th Train H eadquarters , was at
tached for training to the 65th Field Artillery Brigade inasmuch as its normal 
dutie a. an ammunition train brought it into close association with the artil
lery organization. and during the stay at Camp Kearny inten iYe training wa 
undergone in the technical and tactical operation of the train a an ammunition 
supply unit. 

Lieutenant Colonel Dank 'rn di charged on account of phy ical disa
bility on December 1 , 1917 5 and was followed in command of the 115th 
Ammunition Train by Lieutenant Colonel Wm. C. Porterfield. who, in turn. 
wa ucceeded by Lieutenant Colonel Ilarry H. Donkersley on ~larch 21, 191 . 
l\fajor Hou eholder wa tran ferred to the 115th Supply Train on 1\Iarch 2 , 
191 . and Captain Frank W. Hall wa. promoted to the grade of ~1ajor on 1\1ay 
24, 191 , and a i"'ned to command the Horse Battalion . 115th Ammunition 
Train . vice Hou eholder transferred. 

'The band of the Sec:md Colorado Infantry was attached to this company until trans
ferred to the 30 th Cavalry. 

•Lieutenant Colonel Danks was however, late r r e -commissioned and assigned to command 
the 30lsl H eadquarters, Trains and ::\Iilitary Police 76th Dh·ision, with which unit h e later went 
to France. 
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Order for the oYer ea mowment of the 40th Divi ion were received about 
the middle of July. 191 , and hortly thereafter the fir t detachment. of the 
divi ion were on their way to the port of embarkation. The 115th Ammuni
tion Train left Camp Kearny. California, on Augu t 1, 191 . and arrived at 
Camp !ills, Long I land. X . Y., on Augu t th; here the unit wa outfitted 
and in pected for over ea ervice, and on the 14th embarked on H . lll . 
Britvn for the Yoyage aero the Atlantic. The Briton with fifteen other trans
port , the remainder of the convoy. left ~ ew York harbor on the 16th. and 
the trip over ea wa made with only one attempted attack by ubmarine 
which were, it wa believed. driven off by artillery fire from the transport . 
Arriving at Liverpool, England. on Augu t 2 th the 115th Ammunition Train 
debarked and marched to Knotty ~ h Re t Camp, four mile from Liverpool, 
where it remained for two day . Tran portation by rail wa then made to 

outhampton ; another hort period in a re t camp, and then the unit cro eel 
the Engli h Channel to Le Havre. France, where it arrived eptember 1, 191 . 
Two more day in a Briti h re. t camp. and the 65th Field Artillery Brigade 
with the 115th Ammunition Train attached then entrained for Poitier , in the 
vicinity of which both organization were billeted for a period of tw·o weeks. 
LeaYing Jaunay-Clan in the Poitier area on eptember 17th the Jl3th Am
munition Train accompanied the artillery brigade to the Bordeaux area, and 
arrived at it new tation. adaujac, on the 1 th. Here the train remained 
until October 1. 191 . when it moYed to Camp de ouge. an artillery training 
center about twenty-five kilometer outh-we t of Bordeaux. 

During the tay at Camp de ouge the 115th Ammunition Train operated 
and trained with the 65th Field Artillery Brigade until the departure of the 
artillery unit for the United tate in December, 191 . Thereafter the train 
wa employed by detachment on convoy duties . tran port work in and around 
Bordeaux. and routine dutie of upply at amp de ouge. Late in Xo•ember 
Lieutenant Colonel Donker ley relinqui bed command of the train because of 
, ickne . a11d on December 7th returned to the nited State · l\iajor Earl 
Cooley, l\iotor Battalion. a urned command on November 30. 191 . During 
February, 1919. the Motor Battalion wa tran £erred to the nfotor Tran port 
Corp , Ba e ection X o. 2. Bordeaux. France, and thu cea ed to exi t a a unit 
of the 115th Ammunition Train. The personnel and materiel of the battalion 
were absorbed by the 1\Iotor Transport Corp . and its indentity a. a eparate 
unit entirely lo t. 

The 115th Ammunition Train (les fotor Battalion) moved to the Geni
cart embarkation camp on l\'[arch 14. 19] 9, and on April 10th following boarded 
the U. A.]. • Panaman for the voyage to the United State . Arriving at Ho
boken, N. J. , on April 22c1, the train di embarked and proceeded to Camp Iills 
on the same date. Here the organization wa split into detachment for trans
portation to the Yariou. demobilization <.:amp . . and on ::.Iay , 1919. the bulk of 
the command. four officer and 276 enli ted men. left for Fort D . A. Ru ell, 
Wyo. , where they arrived on the 12th· final mu ter out wa accompli hed by 
May 16th and officers and men returned to their re. pectiYe home in Colorado. 

THE 115th PPLY TRAIX 

In compliance with General Orders No. 17, Headquarter 40th Divi ion, 
amp Kearny, California, dated October 5. 1917, the upply Company and 

Fir t Battalion. Second Colorado Infantry. were converted to the 115th Supply 
Train, and on November 1, 1917, the new unit wa organized a follow : 
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115TH 'rPPLY TRAIX IlEADQCARTER 

lVIajor John A. Martin-Commanding. 
Fir t Lieutenant Jame R. :McClelland- Adjutant and Supply Officer. 
First Lieutenant Robert E . 'l'albot, :'II. C.- urgeon . 
Headquarter Detachment: 1 t Lieutenant J. R. McClelland, commanding. 

Ffre enli ted men a igned, eight attached. 
Truck ompany .A :1 Fir t Lieutenant Ho"ard 0. Elder, commanding

Thirty-h""l"o enli ted men. 

Truck Compciny B : Fir t Lieutenant Guy Currier, commanding-
Forty- ix enli ted men. 

Tn1 ck Company C : econd Lieutenant J. E. ~Ianual , commanding-
Twenty-nine enlisted men. 

Trnck Company D : First Lieutenant Ernest F. Remington, command
ing-Forty-two enli ted men. 

Truck Company E : 'econd Lieutenant 0 borne B. Kalbaugh, com
manding-Forty-firn enli ted men. 

Truck Company F : , 'econd Lieutenant William G. immon , com
manding-Thirty-:fi-ve enli ted men. 

Total stre11gtl1-9 office1·s and 232 enlisted men. 

Officer of the former Second Infantry companie rendered urplu by the 
reorganization were at fir t attached to the train headquarter , but ome thirty 
day later were a igned to the command of the companie of the train a 
follow : 

Captain John . Wat on-Company A. 
Captain Jo eph J . :McGee-Company B. 
First Lieutenant Charle E. Hen el-Company C. 
Captain Harry E . In. ley-Company D. 
Captain Erne t L . Daniel on-Company E . 
Captain Ford E. piegelmeyer-Company F. 

The enli ted trenO'th of the train wa later increa eel b~' a ignment from 
the draft contingents. and eYentually omewhat exceeded the pre cribed maxi
mum trength of officer and 32± enli ted men. 

Immediately following the reorganization a part of the organization equip
ment of truck 2 wa. i ued to the 115th upply Train. and. de pite the fact 
that thP unit wa a motorized organization. the deficiency in tran. portation 
was made up in ome mea ure by the acqui. ition of eighty partly trained mules, 
a proportionate number of e cort wagon . and e""l"eral craper . roller , and 
water cart.. With the latter equipment the train w-a put to w·ork . craping and 
preparing the Camp Kearny parade ground for drill purpo e for the unit of 
the di-vi ion. and working day and night the ta k wa :fini. heel in excellent 
shape in three week . 

The activitie of the 115th Supply Train were controlled to a con iderable 
extent by the Divi ion Quartermaster. and dm·ing the period of training at 
Camp Kearny the train aided the camp tran portation companie until it finally 
took over the entire work of motor tran portation for the ±0th Divi ion. Major 

1 As with the ammunition train. the companies "·ere first d esignated by numbers. but 
this was changed later to a letter designation. 

'Twelve l'h ton White t1·ucks were r eceh·ed at this time. The total number of motor 
vehicles a lloted the unit under the tables of o rganization was 195. 
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1\Iartin was honorably discharged on illarch 2 , 191 , and wa ucceeded in 
command of the train by l\Iajor Ernest D. Hou eholder, transferred from the 
115th Ammunition Train on the same date. 

Conforming to the moYement of the -±0th DiYision to the port of embarka
tion for o-rersea duty. the 115th 'upply 'l'rain left Camp Kearny, California, 
on August 1, 191 . and arriYed at Camp l\Iill . Long I ·land, ..N'. Y., on .tl.ugu t 
th. Leaving Camp :\!ill on the 15th. the unit embarked on the tran port 

Jlis anabie, which at once joined the remainder of it conYoy off oney I land. 
The voyage aero the Atlantic wa , except for one ubmarine scare, unenntful, 
and the con>oy arri-red at Li-rerpool. England, on .Augu t 2 , 191 . Two day 
were . pent at the re t camp at Knotty A. h near LiYerpool and on August 31 t 
the 115th Suppl~- Train left outhampton. England, for Le HaYre, France, where 
it arri-re(l without incident on 'eptember 1. 1918. .ilnother two day in a Briti h 
re t camp, and on eptember 3rd the personnel of the unit were introduced to 
the French troop train. of "Homme 40 et heYau:s: "fame and in which they 
:et out on their fir t journey through France. ArriYing at La Guercbe, Cher, on 
September -!th. the 115th upply Train wa a . igned to billet. in nearby French 
Yillage. . Here the train functioned in it normal duty of furni . hing tran por
tation for the upply actiYitie of the diYi ion. and on the con-rer ion of the -!0th 
DiYi ion to a depot diYision the 115th upply Train furni . heel the bulk of the 
per onnel for the newly organized ":\Ii cellaneou Detachment· of diYi. ion 
headquarters. 

The train accompanied the di....-ision to the ReYigny. :.Ieu e, area. arriYing 
thereat on X oyember 5, 191 . and wa billeted in the area a follow : 

Battalion Headquarters and Companie. C, D, and E at Re-rigny · 

Company A at Andernay. and Companie B and F at Sermaize le . Bain . 
farne. 

The usual routine dutie were carried out in the new area, and before 
the signinO' of the Armi tice on Xo....-ember 11th the unit wa. again called on 
for officer and enli. ted men for -rariou. acfrdtie in the fon....-ard area. On 
Jan nary 6, 1919. the 115th 'upply Train left ReYigny for Castre . Giron de 
where it arri....-ed on January 9th. )fajor Ilou.·eholder wa tran ferred to the 
Combat Officer Replacement Battalion at Gondrecourt on the day the train 
left ReYigny. anc1 Captain Joseph J . )lcGee. commanding Company B. a . urned 
command of the 115th upply Train on the . ame date. 

The unit wa billeted at Portet in the Bordeaux area until February 22d 
when it moyed to Ba:e amp No. 2 at Genicart preparatory to embarkation for 
the enited tates. General Per hing inspected and reYiewed the unit of the 
40th Divi ion in the Bordeam;: area on )larch 1. Hl19.3 and on April 5th 
following. the 115th uppl~- Train embarked on the U. . u. Roanoke. homeward 
bound. ArriYing at Xew York on April 1 th, the train wa. finally mu. tered out 
by detachment at Fort D. A. Ru ell. \\T:rnming, Camp Fun ton. Kan a., and 
Camp Kearny. California, during :lliay, 1919. 

TIIE 115th TREXCII :.IORT.AR B.d.TTERY 

Thi. unit was organized at Camp Kearny, California. under the proYi ion 
of General Order Xo. 17, Headquarter -!0th DiYi. ion, October 5, 1917, from 
the l\Iachine Gun Company, 'econd Colorado Infantry and it. officer on 
NoYember 1, 1917. were a. follow : Captain Charle II. Doke. commandinO'; 
First Lieutenant Franci. P. Lo....-eland. and 'econd Lieutenant Otis E. 'anborn. 

3 See Chapter 15. History o f th e 15/th Infantry. for d e tails. 
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First Lieutenant John S. Chase, Medical Corp , and econd Lieutenant Dupree 
. Shelton, Infantry were attached to the unit, and the enlisted trength wa 

116. A anitary Detachment of one :ergeant and three private wa also 
attached to the battery. 

'l'he 115th Trench Mortar Battery wa a ·igned to the 65th Field Artillery 
Brigade. ±0th Divi ion, and during the tay at amp Kearny underwent inten-
i>e training a. a .-eparate unit and a a component of the artillery brigade. The 

battery wa armed with the ix inch toke mortar , and ina much a ' thi wa 
a new weapon to the nited tate Army it proYoked keen intere t on the part 
of the officer and men of the unit. Entering into the training with ze t the 
battery, under the tutelage of officer of the Briti ·h 1:i ion, oon acquired the 
technique of the mortar and carried out eYeral tactical exercise in the trench 
area adjacent to Camp Kearny. 

The 65th Field Artillery Brigade wa ordered on over eas ervice about 
the middle of July 191 , and, with other unit of the 40th Di vi ion, commenced 
the movement toward the port of embarkation later in the ame month. The 
brigade arriYed at amp Mill , Long Island, N. Y. , for tran portation over eas 
on Augu -t 4th. 5th. and 6th. and after being outfitted for oYersea duty, em
barked Augu t 14th and 15th ailing from New York Harbor on the 16th. The 
115th Trench l\1ortar Batter:> embarked on the , . eolian. and after an 
une>entful Yoyage arrived at Liverpool. England. on Augu t 2,. 191 . Two 
day were pent in the Knotty Ash re t camp. and tran portation by rail wa 
then made to outhampton in the outh of England; another brief tay and 
on September 3, 191 , the battery arriYed at herbourg, France after cro ·ing 
the English Channel during the preYiou ni"ht. Leaving Cherbourg on the 
10th the battery proceeded by French troop train to Yitrey. Haute Saone, 
arriving on eptember 12th. Here it remained in training, participating in 
e>eral night and regimental barrage problem . until December 12. 191 , when 

it entrained for the Bordeaux area. Arri>ing at Pont Neuf on the 16th, the 
battery finally embarked on the . . Powhattan at Bordeaux on December 25th, 
ailing the ame day for the United tate . Newport N'ew . Yirginia. wa 

reached on January 7th, and on January 26, 1919. the 115th Trench Mortar 
Battery wa. demobilized at the Pre idio of au Francisco, California. 


